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The Midwest Invasive Plant Network is
a regional group focused on invasive

plants in the Midwest.



Our mission is the reduce the impact of
invasive plants in the Midwest

We are working toward this goal by:
• facilitating collaboration and information

exchange among organizations
• serving as a clearinghouse of information
• helping to educate the public about invasive

plants
• taking on projects best approached at a regional

level



MIPN Board of Directors
Federal Government: U.S. Forest

Service, National Park Service, U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service

State Government: Illinois DNR, Iowa
DNR, Wisconsin DNR

Industry: BASF, Midwest
Groundcovers, Indiana Nursery and
Landscape Association

Non-profit Organizations: The Nature
Conservancy, Chicago Botanic
Garden, The Stewardship Network

Research: Purdue University,
University of Minnesota

Land Managers: City of Ann Arbor,
The Holden Arboretum, Lake
County, IL Forest
Preserve District



State & Local Invasive Plant Groups



MIPN Committees

• Early Detection/Rapid Response &
Data Management

• Education
• Green Industry
• Research



EARLY DETECTION/ RAPID
RESPONSE & DATA
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Goals:
– Ensure that effective

monitoring is occurring
throughout the Midwest

– Promote active early
detection and rapid response
programs for invasive plant
species across the Midwest



Early detection/ rapid response
information on the MIPN website





EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

• Working to improve the
quality and availability
of educational materials
with relevance at a regional scale



Compendium of educational
materials on invasive plants



Why Should I
Care About

Invasive
Plants?

brochure



Hunters

Boaters

Foresters

Gardeners

Trail Users



Highlights 12 common invasive species in the Midwest



MYTH : I live in an urban area, so it doesn’t matter
if I plant invasive species. They won’t be able to
spread to natural areas from my yard.

FACT: Even if you don’t live near a natural area,
your yard could be a source of invasive plants.
Seeds of invasive plants can be carried in many
ways—by birds eating fruits and depositing the
seeds elsewhere, by water carrying seeds from your
yard into sewers that lead to rivers or streams, or by
car tires or shoe treads when you travel to parks,
nature preserves, or recreational areas. The best
way to prevent the spread of invasive plants is to
not plant them in the first place.



Cooperative Weed Management
Area Workshops

• CWMAs are a means for
land managers to combat
common weed management
problems across
jurisdictional boundaries.

• Taught 4 web-based training
workshops for land
managers in the East



Field guide to invasive plants
of the Midwest

• Includes 43 species of invasive plants
• Provides descriptions, photos for

identification, and information
on ecological threats

• Available in 2007



Pocket Naturalist™ Guide to Invasive
Plants of Eastern North America



GREEN INDUSTRY
COMMITTEE

Goal:
Reduce the sale of invasive plants in the

Midwest by:
• Developing relationships with the horticultural

and landscaping industries
• Educating the public about invasive plants and

alternatives



Brochure on planting alternatives
for invasive plants

Available in 2007



RESEARCH
COMMITTEE

Goals:

•Help make research results available to land
managers

•Identify research needs and opportunities for
the Midwest and communicate them to
researchers



Example from MIPN Research Database

completedTime Frame

Gibson, D.J., et al. 2002. Life history of Microstegium vimineum
(Poaceae), an invasive grass in southern Illinois. J. Torrey Botanical
Society 129: 207-219.

Publications

The ecological life history of M. vimineum was compared among
four populations througout southern Illinois. Performance of M.
vimineum varied significantly within and among populations and was
related to soil texture and chemistry & canopy cover.

Summary

ecologySubject Area

Microstegium vimineumStudy Species

Shawnee National Forest, southern IllinoisGeographic Area

ILState

CarbondaleCity

Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Department of Plant
BiologyAffiliation

David GibsonPrincipal Investigator

15ID





Sign up for the listserv!

Become a member!
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We need more attention at the national level!



Coalition for Eastern Invasive Plant
Species Control (CEIPSC)

Mission: CEIPSC was formed to inform and
drive public policy and funding initiatives
at the national and regional level to arrest
and reverse the spread of invasive plant
species in the Eastern United States.



CEIPSC will achieve this mission
through:

• Facilitating education and awareness
among policymakers and stakeholders;

• Providing information and support at the
Eastern regional level to stakeholders;

• Fostering an interdisciplinary approach to
invasive plant eradication initiatives;

• Serving as an agent for public policy
change.



National Invasive Weeds Awareness Week
Washington, DC

February 25 - March 2, 2007
•Meet with legislators to discuss pending
legislation, funding

•Attend briefings with agencies on their programs
and grant opportunities

•Network with others working on invasive plant
control and prevention programs



For more information on the
Coalition for Eastern Invasive

Plant Control (CEIPSC),
contact Jim Bean at

james.bean@basf.com.



MIPN Annual Meeting
Today at 12:00

• Become a member
• Meet our board of

directors
• Learn about our

upcoming election
• Get involved in our

committees


