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2011 Aquatic Invasive Species Landing Blitz
The 2011 Landing Blitz took place over the Fourth of July holiday weekend, June 30 to
July 4. This year’s event was a true team effort featuring, Clean Boats, Clean Waters inspectors, DNR staff and wardens, Wisconsin Sea Grant interns, and UW Oshkosh interns all conducting boat inspections and sharing AIS prevention information at over 90
Wisconsin water bodies! Inspectors demonstrated the required steps for boaters, provided
“Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers!” stickers for boaters to place on their trailers, handed out towels, and educated everyone on the importance of AIS prevention. Preliminary reports indicate a huge increase in the number of boats inspected, people contacted and hours spent;
the numbers were nearly triple those in 2010.
Total Boats Inspected – 6,111 (2010 – 2,078)
Total People Contacted – 14,713 (2010 – 4,652)
Person Hours Spent – 2,322 (2010 – 927)
The Blitz also received a great deal of news coverage, which helped to spread the AIS
message to the general public and boaters who were not inspected over the course of the
weekend. Over 40 news agencies featured the Landing Blitz as a part of their content, and
AIS prevention appeared on nine different TV news networks across the state.
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Thank you to all of the volunteers who participated in this year’s Landing Blitz. Your
efforts are crucial to protect the beautiful natural resources that Wisconsin has to offer.
For a full list of participating groups, visit dnr.wi.gov/invasives/aquatic/#fulllist.
To learn how you can make a difference in the effort to Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers, visit

dnr.wi.gov/invasives/aquatic.
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IPAW Celebrates First Ten Years!

by Amy Staffen

Over 80 people gathered at the Swamplovers property on
18 June to celebrate IPAW’s tenth anniversary and to honor the recipients of the 2011 Invader Crusader Awards.
The event was atop a beautiful prairie vista at the Swamplovers sanctuary near Black Earth. After a welcome from
Lee Swanson and Jerry Goth (founders and managers of
Swamplovers), there were outdoor presentations by Mark
Renz on invasive plant mapping, by Jesse Bennett & Jaye
Maxfield (and their adorable goats) on grazing, by Bernie
Williams on invasive earthworms, and by Craig Annen on
his invasive plant control experiences at Swamplovers.

Beautiful landscape vista at the Swamplovers
Sanctuary near Black Earth.

tion, and the site could not have been lovelier. We owe a
special thanks to Jerry Goth and Lee Swanson for generously sharing their sanctuary, facilities and equipment
with IPAW and for driving volunteers and participants
around in their trucks, ATV, and tractor wagon all day
long.

Workshop participants’ hearts and imaginations
were captured by this special presenter
as she demonstrated grazing.

Everyone enjoyed a delicious al fresco lunch under the big
tent, allowing time for old friends to catch up, and new
ones to become acquainted. After lunch, Kelly Kearns was
pleasantly surprised by a special recognition. IPAW President, Jerry Doll, described Kelly’s many contributions to
IPAW, and presented her with a token of appreciation
from the IPAW Board: an engraved buckthorn plaque.
IPAW would not exist without Kelly’s initial instigation as
well as her diligence and dedication over the last 10 years.

Field trips in a breathtaking place.

Kelly Kearns receives a buckthorn plaque
from Jerry Doll, IPAW President.

After the post-luncheon awards, attendees participated in a
variety of field trips, including tours of the sanctuary’s
wetlands, prairies and oak savannas. On this gorgeous
spring day, this was a nice way to round out our celebra-

This event was sponsored in part by financial support
from DOW AgroSciences and Craig Annen of Integrated
Restorations, LLC, and by a generous donation of meat
from Organic Valley and of delicious smoked whitefish
from Charlie Henriksen, Wisconsin Invasive Species
Council member and a commercial fisherman in Door
County. Thank you to our volunteers for this event:
Tom Boos, Jerry Doll, Clarissa Hammond, Amy & Rich
Staffen, Kelly Kearns, Bernie Williams, Mark Renz,
Craig Annen, Jesse Bennett, Jaye Maxfield, and the
goats!
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Large-Scale Survey for poison-hemlock, teasels, and wild parsnip in Wisconsin
by Clarissa Hammond, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
This summer, the Department of Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection (DATCP) is conducting a
coordinated survey for three high-risk invasive plant
taxa with limited or expanding distribution within the
state. Over 1000 data points will be collected on presence or absence of poison hemlock (Conium maculatum),
common and cut leaved teasel (Dipsacus spp.) and wild
parsnip (Pastinaca sativa). This survey will serve multiple purposes for both the agency and partners at the University of Wisconsin-Madison Agronomy Department,
the National Institute of Invasive Species Science, Colorado State University, and the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources. Primary objectives include contribution of data points to the Great Lakes Early Detection
Network and the Global Invasive Species Information
Network, gathering information for use in evaluating
future biological control of poison hemlock in Wisconsin, and initiating rapid response measures for poison
hemlock. Secondary objectives include testing the effectiveness of current invasive plant data collection methods, increasing collaboration among the partners, and
reducing future economic costs and animal/human health
risks caused by these species.

The Wisconsin DATCP Pest Survey Program has
assessed the abundance, distribution, and economic impact of important pests since 1915. Over the years, programmatic focus has shifted according to an evolving list
of injurious pests and informational needs presented by
the respective constituent insect, disease and plant disciplines. Our modern understanding of the complexities
affecting agricultural crop production, forests, natural
areas, and other private lands has yielded an expansion of
survey efforts to include invasive plants. These plants
cost farmers, landowners and the public both the opportunity to grow more productive plants and money for
control measures taken. In addition, some invasive plant
species pose a direct risk to animal/human health. Poison
hemlock can be extremely toxic to humans and animals
when ingested and the sap of wild parsnip causes phytophotodermatitis to human skin when exposed to sunlight.
It is therefore important to document distribution so that
a proactive management approach can be implemented.

Seven lead workers for the Gypsy Moth Trapping
Program and four staff from the Pest Survey Program will incorporate surveys for poison hemlock, teasel
spp. and wild parsnip into their existing pest monitoring
duties. Lead workers from the Gypsy Moth Program are
located in the western half of the state and are attempting
to survey 50 sites in 24 to 27 designated high priority
counties between 1 June and 15 August. Pest Survey
Program staff is collecting data based on weekly survey
location assignments, with emphasis on central and eastern Wisconsin counties.

The majority of the survey sites will be along roadside corridors, which are areas considered to be highrisk pathways for dispersal of many invasive plants. Site
selection will be based on where gypsy moth traps are
placed or where pest survey specialists are assessing other economic pests. This method allows workers to incorporate this survey into their regular responsibilities and
also gather more points than would otherwise be possible
within given time and labor constrains.

A number of direct and indirect outcomes are expected from this project, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Addition of more than 1,000 data points to the
regional invasive species database.
Updated plant distribution maps for Wisconsin.
Potential interception of a new invasive plant
presence on the landscape.
Preservation of natural resources and recreational environments.
Increased awareness of invasive plant threats
and/or presence on the Wisconsin landscape.
Increased understanding of the potential for biological control in Wisconsin.

Results from this survey will be available fall 2011.
Thanks to the North Central Integrated Pest Management
Center for funding this project.

“The Wisconsin DATCP Pest Survey Program
has assessed the abundance, distribution, and economic impact
of important pests since 1915.”
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Japanese and Giant Knotweeds
by Courtney LeClair, Wisconsin DNR Invasive Plant Specialist

It’s been a good decade for IPAW!
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Knotweed is also commonly called bamboo or Mexican
bamboo, and although it was introduced as an ornamental
The from
images
are crystal clear in their high-resolution format, and Skawinski aptly selects the simplest key features to
Asia it is now illegal to sell, buy, move, or plant in
magnify
for
positive
identification
under
typical field survey conditions. This is currently the most comprehensive,
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Photo:
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Paul Skawinski is the Regional Aquatic Invasive Species Education Specialist
andLeslie
Aquatic
Invasive Species CoorUniversity of Connecticut, Bugwood.org
dinator for Wood, Portage, Waushara and Marathon Counties, and is employed by Golden Sands RC&D Council,
Inc.

by seed. To properly dispose of knotweed from a home
remove the entire cane if possible and let it dry on a
Self-published. Available from the author for $30.00 + $4.00site,
Shipping
and Handling:
layer of plastic to prevent it from re-rooting until it bePaul Skawinski, PO Box 1021, Stevens Point, WI 54481; lakeplants@yahoo.com
comes a brown color. From there, it can be composted or
burned if allowed. Stems with any underground portions
The book is also available through the UW-Extension Lakes website:
attached should not be taken to a municipal composthttp://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/publications/
ing/yard waste site since they will not be able to kill it;
and it will be spread in the compost. You can landfill
any invasive plants in clear bags labeled: "Invasive plants
- approved by WI DNR for landfilling." Groups removing invasives from public properties should make arJapanese knotweed flowers.
rangements with their public works department for colPhoto: Elizabeth Czarapata
lection and disposal.
Knotweed is a densely-clonal, very robust plant, spreading with underground rhizomes, that produces strong,
For larger populations, an integrated approach works
hollow stems up to 10 ft tall with raised nodes that make
best. This includes cutting/mowing the knotweed as low
it resemble bamboo. These stems generally stay standing
as possible in mid-summer and letting it re-grow. In
throughout the fall and winter making identification easy.
mid-fall when the plant is getting ready for dormancy,
The large, arching canes have alternate, dark green
apply a foliar application of glyphosate (Round Up) or
leaves with a square base in Japanese knotweed and a
aminopyralid (Milestone VM). Always follow label recheart-shaped base in Giant. They produce upright paniommendations. For more information on control methcles of white flowers in late summer. The leafy stem tips
ods for knotweed, visit http://ipcm.wisc.edu/ and in the
have a zig-zag appearance.
top menu bar hover over Publications then select Weed
Science Publications.
Causing an incredible amount of damage along rivers,
streams, and lakeshores by producing dense clones that
increase erosion and shade out native vegetation, knotweed’s root system (rhizomes) can wreak havoc in upland sites as well. It blocks visibility on roadsides and
other disturbed areas, and causes structural damage because its roots can grow right through asphalt, cracked
concrete, or block walls. In England, the mortgage and
lending industry is refusing mortgages on properties with
knotweed, leading to lower home values, because of the
tremendous structural damage the plant causes and the
difficulty of control.
Easily spread by root fragments in soil and water, knotweed can also be spread through discarded cuttings and

Knotweed leaves in two pairs, Japanese on the left,
Giant on the right. Photo: Leslie J. Mehrhoff,
University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org
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Invasive Species Regulations (NR40) in Process of Revisions –
Your Help is Needed
The Invasives Species Rule, NR40, was enacted
September 2009. The initial 68 plants included in
NR 40 were widely agreed to be invasive and were
not in trade. An additional 145 terrestrial and 39
aquatic plants have been recommended for assessment of their risk as invasives. The WDNR and
Wisconsin Council on Invasive Species (WCIS) are
gathering information on species that are likely to
be assessed this winter in preparation for proposing
revisions (additions) to the NR40 rule.
The terrestrial plants have been divided into four
groups based on their growth form and use:
1) Trees, shrubs and vines, 2) Herbaceous ornamentals, 3) Forage, turf, biofuels, erosion control
and cover crops, and 4) Noncommercial forbs and
grasses. A Species Assessment Group (SAG) that is
advisory to the WCIS was appointed for each group
of plants. These SAGs are composed of botanists,
land managers and stakeholders that are familiar
with the plants, their use in trade, and their invasiveness. Each SAG met and narrowed down the
list of species to be assessed to focus on those that
pose the highest risk and that could be contained in
some way by listing as Prohibited or Restricted.
For some plants there is a great deal of information
on distribution, invasiveness, habitats invaded
and ecological or environmental impacts. The
Wisconsin Association of Nurserymen is contracting a survey to be done of all licensed nurseries to
determine how commonly some of these species are
propagated and sold in Wisconsin and how important they are to the nursery and landscape industry.
However, we are still in need of additional economic information about many species including
about the damage they cause or the cost of control
efforts, and the economic impacts of regulating
the species.

Please contact Courtney LeClair, WDNR Invasive
Plant Specialist, (608) 267-7438, courtney.leclair@wisconsin.gov, if you are familiar with
any of the following species growing wild.
In addition to the information listed above, we need
site specific information about where you have
seen the plant outside of cultivation. Note – In
addition to the list below, there are many species
that will be assessed, but the information needed for
them is not as great.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Amur cork tree (Phellodendron amurense)
Amur maple (Acer ginnala)
Black alder (Alnus glutinosa)
Wisteria (any species) (Wisteria floribunda,
W. sinensis)
Siberian pea-shrub (Caragana arborescens)
European privet (Ligustrum vulgare)
Bristly locust/rose acacia (Robinia hispida)
Wormwood (Artemesia absinthium)
Butterfly dock/butterbur (Petasites hybridus)
Coltsfoot (Tussilago farfara)
Garden valerian (Valeriana officinalis)
Lesser celandine (Ranunculus ficaria)
Narrowleaf bittercress (Cardamine impatiens)
Knapweeds (all species expect spotted and
yellow star thistle) (Centaurea spp.)
Giant daisy (Leucanthemella serotina)
Grecian foxglove (Digitalis lanata)
Globe thistle (Echinops sphaerocephalus)
White bedstraw (Galium mollugo)
Impatiens (all non-native species) (Impatiens spp.)
Blue/bachelor’s buttons (Centaurea cyanus)

…we need site specific information…
Please contact Courtney LeClair, WDNR Invasive Plant Specialist,
(608) 267-7438, courtney.leclair@wisconsin.gov
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Wisconsin Council on Invasive Species Recognizes
Outstanding Efforts across the State
by Belle Bergner
Since 2005, the Wisconsin Council on Invasive Species has made annual Invader Crusader Awards to honor Wisconsin citizens and organizations – both volunteer and professional – for their significant contributions to the prevention,
management, education, or research of invasive species that harm Wisconsin’s land and waters. The awards recognize
efforts working at all scales – from neighborhoods to statewide parks, lakes, and forests.
The Wisconsin Legislature created the Wisconsin Council on Invasive Species in 2001. The Council provides recommendations to WDNR on invasive species classification, allocation of funds for invasive species control, and studies
related to controlling invasive species
This year, Invader Crusader Awards were given in conjunction with IPAW’s 10th Anniversary Event on Saturday, June
18 at the Swamplover’s Foundation property in Cross Plains, Wisconsin, about 15 miles West of Madison.

Over 80 people enjoyed a cook-out lunch followed by the awards ceremony
at the IPAW Anniversary celebration

The 2011 recipients of Invader Crusader Awards were as follows.
In the Professional category:
•
•
•
•
•

Individual: Brian Swingle, Wisconsin Green Industry Federation (WGIF), Greenfield, WI
Individual – Nonprofit: Paul Skawinski, Golden Sands RC&D Council, Inc., Stevens Point, WI
Individual – Research and Education: Mark Renz, University of Wisconsin – Extension, Madison, WI
Government Agency: Milwaukee County Parks Department / UW- Extension Natural Areas, Wauwatosa, WI
Organization: Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition, Florence County, WI

In the Volunteer category:
•
•
•

Pair: Lee and Mary Krueger, West Bend, WI
Individual – land: Jack Rasmussen, Baldwin, WI
Individual – aquatic: Carol Ave Lallemant, Lac Du Flambeau, WI

concluded on next page
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2011 Invader Crusaders show off their award plaques with guest speaker WDNR Deputy Secretary Matt Moroney
and Council Chair Paul Schumacher (back row). Award winners from left to right: Lee and Mary Krueger, Paul Skawiski, Milwaukee County Parks / UW-Extention Natural Areas Coordinator Brian Russert and staff, Mark Renz,
Anna Jahns (Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition), and Carol Ave Lallemant

Over 80 people attended the awards ceremony and luncheon hosted by IPAW on that beautiful, summery June
day. WDNR Deputy Secretary Matt Moroney helped to set a tone stressing the importance of combating the
spread of invasive species with his guest remarks before the start of the ceremony. Appropriately, awards were
engraved in slices of buckthorn trees.
Paul Schumacher, Chair of the Council and Wisconsin Association of Lakes Board member said, “The fight to
reduce invasive species’ presence and keep them out of Wisconsin will be a long and hard battle for many years to
come. We would not be able to do it without these and many other Invader Crusaders.” Start thinking now
about whom you want to nominate in 2012!

Ashland Middle School Students
Ashland Middle School students
worked with the Northwoods
CWMA in June to control invasive plants on the lakefront trail
near Lake Superior in Ashland.
To make it fun, students raced
each other to see who could pile
up the most spotted knapweed,
mullein, and buckthorn seedlings.
Thanks for all the hard work
AMS students!
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Invasive Plant Identification Videos
by Mark Renz, Extension Weed Scientist and Brendon Panke Associate Scientist
Are you familiar with the regulated invasive plants
of Wisconsin? Thanks to a grant from University
of Wisconsin Extension’s Team Horticulture we
have been developing 2-4 minute videos that will
help with your identification of these unwanted
plants. These videos highlight the key characters to
identify some of the common and not so common
invasive plants regulated by Wisconsin DNR’s
NR40. While the videos focus on roadside areas,
many of these plants are not restricted to roadsides
and can be found in urban and agricultural areas.
Video’s launched in 2010 include: black swallowwort, bush honeysuckles, Canada thistle, creeping
bellflower, dame’s rocket, garlic mustard, hill mus-

tard, leafy spurge, plumeless thistle, spotted knapweed, teasels, wild chervil, and tansy. In addition
we have just launched five additional videos for the
2011 season, including: Japanese hedge parsley,
perennial pepperweed, Japanese hops, wild parsnip,
and poison hemlock.

For a link to a website that lists all the videos
please visit:
http://www.youtube.com/user/uwweedscience
All of our education and outreach material can
be accessed at this website:
http://fyi.uwex.edu/weedsci/

WRISC-y Business
by Melissa Simpson, US Forest Service Ecologist
The Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition (WRISC)
has had a very busy summer working in three counties
in northeastern Wisconsin and two counties in the
southwestern Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Through
an agreement with the US Forest Service, WRISC received Nicolet Title II Resource Advisory Committee
funding. The Title II funds are made available by counties receiving federal funds, including Forest, Florence,
and Oconto Counties, and WRISC saw this as a great
funding opportunity.
The grant funded the purchase of a portable boat wash
station, rental of a truck, and two summer interns to
staff the boat wash for 300 hours in each of 2011 and
2012. The boat wash station is a high pressure power
washer that uses hot water to decontaminate boats as
they enter or leave water bodies. With the summer only
halfway over, the interns had made over 300 contacts,
washed many boats during special events and peak
boating times, and visited 10 lakes. WRISC also just
received Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funds

through the US Forest Service to purchase a second
portable boat wash station to be used mainly in Marinette County. Some WRISC members have also helped
local lake associations hand-pull Eurasian water milfoil.
The WRISC Coordinator has given talks about terrestrial invasives and will have an information booth at all
five county fairs in the WRISC area. In July, WRISC
hosted the Annual Invasive Plant Removal Day at the
Florence County Natural Resource Center. There were
15 WRISC members and volunteers that spent the day
removing 60 large lawn bags full of invasive plants,
cutting and treating honeysuckle, and herbiciding
knapweed, from the Florence Natural Resource Center
property. This event highlighted the cooperation
among the WRISC partners, educated the public about
invasive plants, and demonstrated the critical role for
CWMAs in achieving cooperation in the battle against
invasives. WRISC has already accomplished a lot and
looks forward to taking on exciting new projects and
building new partnerships.

“In England, the mortgage and lending industry is refusing
mortgages on properties with knotweed, leading to lower home
values, because of the tremendous structural damage the plant
causes and the difficulty of control.”
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Welcome IPAW’s New Program Assistant, Katharine Brenner
Katharine Brenner recently joined IPAW as our Program Assistant. Katharine earned a BS in Horticulture from the University of Wisconsin – Madison, and a Master of Landscape
Architecture from the University of Minnesota. Her career
with plants began with a student position in the UW Agronomy Department, assisting in the oat breeding program.
Moving to Minnesota after graduation, she took a position
breeding corn and broccoli with Northrup King. While she
lived in the Minneapolis area, she worked to combat Dutch
elm disease through the Saint Paul and Minneapolis Forestry
Departments, was horticulturalist for locally prominent garden centers, designed residential landscapes, and volunteered
at the Children’s Education Center at the University of Minnesota’s Landscape Arboretum, among many other things.
She moved back to Wisconsin to work as a Landscape Architect with a local engineering firm, and her most recent experience has been creating and maintaining natural landscapes
with Prairie Future Seeds. She returned to Wisconsin with
the intention of using her skills and knowledge of plants to
promote balance in a changing environmental landscape.
IPAW is excited to have her working for us and looks forward to our continued growth. Welcome aboard Katharine!

Katharine Brenner

Call for Papers and Posters – Invasive Plant Workshop
By Bryan Young
The 2011 Annual Meeting of the North Central
Weed Science Society will be held in Milwaukee from 13 to 15 December 2011. As part of
this year’s program the NCWSS will host workshops for the Midwest Invasive Plant Network
(MIPN) and the Invasive Plants Association of
Wisconsin (IPAW) on Wednesday and all day
on Thursday of the conference. Mark your calendar and submit the titles of your presentations
or posters by the deadline of Friday, 9 September. A web-based Title/Abstract Submission process can be found through the NCWSS
website (www.ncwss.org) or by going directly
to the submission website hosted through
WSSA (wssaabstracts.com). Authors will upload their Power Point presentation to the Submission website about 7 days before the meeting, unless they make other arrangements with
the Chair of their session.
The NCWSS enjoyed great success in partnering with MIPN and IPAW previously at their
Milwaukee conference in 2006. NCWSS’s goal
is to intertwine some sessions for participation
by all groups to gain the full benefit of the

strengths each professional society has to offer
members.
Please consider giving one or more presentations at the NCWSS annual meeting. We are
interested in what you are working on. In addition to research, thought provoking or critical
assessments of our discipline are also welcome.
Please pass along any suggestions on ways to
make the meeting even more valuable to you
and others. I look forward to an exciting conference in December.
Complete details on how to submit titles and
register for the Conference are found in the
summer NCWSS newsletter at:
http://www.ncwss.org/ .
Feel free to contact me with any questions or
concerns you may have. I hope to see many of
you in Milwaukee in December!

Bryan Young, Program Chair
bgyoung@siu.edu, (618) 453-7679
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Join IPAW Today!
Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin

P.O. Box 5274
Madison, WI 53705-0274
Membership Categories:
• $20.00 individual
• $30.00 family
• $10.00 student
• $100.00 organization/agency
For information about joining and a membership form,
email: Membership@IPAW.org

Plants out of Place
is a periodic newsletter distributed to
the members of IPAW.

Check out what IPAW is working on!
go to www.ipaw.org

Send comments, suggestions, and
articles that you think may be of interest
to IPAW to the newsletter Editor:
Jim Reinartz
UW-Milwaukee Field Station
3095 Blue Goose Road
Saukville, WI 53080
Phone: (262) 675-6844
Fax:
(262) 675-0337
email: jimr@uwm.edu

Production and distribution of this newsletter is made possible
through a grant from we energies.

