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A Board Member’s Notes:
Don’t Give Up!
As a recently retired ecological restorationist, the constant battle against current and
future invasive species can be daunting. However, we have had some successes against
some of these and would like to describe them.
Garlic mustard at a TNC property near Mukwonago. When we first started to tackle
this infestation, signs were posted around the preserve asking people not to walk in
certain areas in order to minimize the spread of seed. We would have a crew of 7
people working for several days to cover the area initially. This past spring, 4 of us
spent the entire morning covering the same 160 acres and found a total of 11 plants.
Wild parsnip at a State Natural Area near Black Earth WI. This 140-acre area was, at
the time, heavily infested in certain areas with this plant but after only two years of
Continued on Page 2

“We’re dependent on the environment. If we don’t take care of it, it won’t be
there for us or for our children and grandchildren.”
Eugene “Gene” Roark, Founder of The Nature Conservancy in Wisconsin and Former IPAW
Board Member
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Board Member’s Notes Continued
pulling or cutting the taproot the number of wild parsnip had decreased dramatically.
Presently there are few plants on the property primarily along the borders, which are pulled by interns.
White sweet clover at a prairie remnant, which is a State Natural Area also near Black Earth: When first started
working here, a DR field and brush mower was used to cut the worst areas and brush cutters were used elsewhere.
Later, only brush cutters were needed along with pulling scattered plants until about 3 years when we and a cadre of
interns and volunteers, were able to hand pull the population. This past summer just the interns and volunteers
alone were able to pull the sweet clover.
I am sure that other contractors have had their share of successes and these are not our the only ones. However,
there are a few things that these properties and invasives have in common which facilitated the victories. While the
size of the site is of obvious importance, it appears that physical isolation is even more so. Nothing is more
discouraging than treating an invasive, coming to the property boundary and seeing a wall of the same plant (and
hence constant seed source) on the other side. The TNC property mentioned above is bounded by water on 3 sides
and a two-lane road on the other. The second property mentioned was bounded by a two-lane road on two sides
and thick woods (at that time) on the other 2 sides. The third property is basically surrounded by agricultural fields
with the exception of thick woods along a short stretch. Another important factor seems to be follow-up. As a
contractor we could not spare the time (and probably the landowner the money) to have us go back and search the
areas for individuals we missed. This was done by volunteers and/or interns at all three sites. A third factor was
good work crews. We were fortunate enough to have employees willing to look under honeysuckle, walk through
prickly ash and brave multiflora rose to seek and destroy individual plants. Also needed is patience and deep
pockets. While the work at site infested with parsnip took only a 2-3 summers, the seed bank for garlic mustard is 79 years and sweet clover is purported to be 50 years or more. (Sweet clover seed germination is said to be stimulated
by fire, which may deplete the seed bank more rapidly, although we are still seeing plants every year.) Often it takes
a few years just to notice any difference, but eventually a significant decrease in overall population of the invasive is
apparent. A few times it took us to look over the number of hours and/or the amount of chemical used from
previous years to note the progress. Being able to readily observe these plants also helps as well. All three of these
plants are distinctive and can be recognized from a reasonable distance.
Finally, ease of pulling individual plants. Each of these plants can be readily hand pulled (with proper precaution
taken for wild parsnip) making life easier for the follow-up work.
In only 1 of the areas (the garlic mustard example) was herbicide used. The fact that that the plants mentioned here
can be readily pulled out by its roots or mowed, allowed for the lack of herbicide. However, we know from
experience that many invasive species need to be treated with herbicides in order for any significant progress to be
made.
Combating invasive species is often disheartening so I would invite others to share in their victories. We are also
aware that vigilance is necessary and know that we can’t just walk away and assume we have eradicated the beast.

Willis Brown
IPAW Treasurer and Retired Ecological Restorationist
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Keep an Eye Out
for Naturalizing
Callery Pear
In addition, Mark Renz
found our first vouchered
occurrence of Callery
pear naturalizing in
Wisconsin on the west
side of Madison. As
Callery pear has a unique
fall color and glossy
leaves, look for
naturalizing populations
along roadsides and near
plantings. Please report
any plants that appear to
have started from seed,
taking photos and
voucher specimens if
possible.
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New Invasive Plant Finds in
Wisconsin for 2015
By: Kelly Kearns, Wisconsin DNR
New populations are not always reported, or they don’t get to the DNR
Invasive Species Team right away.
A few notable finds:
Prohibited Species:
(Impatiens glandulifera) – Policeman’s helmet –– Two populations found by an
observant DNR Forest Pest Specialist and gardener. Both were hand pulled
prior to seed set and will need follow-up work in 2016. One came from
gardens and spread onto the Military Ridge bike path in Mount Horeb. A
second patch also spread from a garden into a intermittent streambed in an
adjacent Middleton City Park.
Water lettuce (Pistia stratiotes) was found in Lake Mendota near the UW
Madison. Several hundred pounds of plants were removed and the entire SW
shoreline was searched for plants.
Water lettuce and water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) were also found in Lake
Onalaska, spreading from an adjacent water garden. As of mid October,
extensive control efforts are underway.
Two large riparian populations of lesser celandine (Ranunculus ficaria) were
reported from Milwaukee. This bright yellow flowered spring ephemeral
blooms in April and May, with aboveground foliage dying back in June. This
plant has the potential to spread rapidly through bulbils and seeds and to
dominate large areas of riparian and upland forests. Control efforts will begin
in early spring.

Several plants that are listed as Restricted in part of their range and Prohibited
elsewhere were found to have additional populations. This includes Japanese
hedge parsley, wild chervil, seaside goldenrod and perennial pepperweed,
Amur honeysuckle, Japanese hops and hairy willow herb.

Callery pear (Pyrus
calleryana) in fall color

Have you found any populations of Prohibited or Prohibited/Restricted
plants? Please get a photo or voucher specimen and report them to
invasive.species@wi.gov. WDNR has a small amount of funds to control
prohibited and other early detection terrestrial plants and needs to have
populations reported ASAP so control can begin as needed. See this link for
the list of regulated species.
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CISMA Spotlight: St. Croix – Red Cedar
By: Valerie Johnson
The St. Croix- Red Cedar Cooperative Weed Management Area
(SCRC CWMA) was started in late 2013 by a handful of county and
state employees interested in terrestrial invasive species awareness.
We cover Barron, Burnett, Polk, St. Croix and Washburn counties
in northwestern Wisconsin and partner with county, state, federal
and tribal entities as well as public citizens with a passion for
invasive species control and eradication in our area! Most of our
community involvement consists of school groups, in-service
training for forestry and wildlife professionals, and identification
John Haack speaking with a group of students
and control training days for the public. We have applied for and
from the Barron County area while working on
received two grants from the Wisconsin Department of Natural
controlling honeysuckle at Kirby Lake Landing.
Resources Division of Forestry for work on private forests within the
weed management area and funding for a coordinator to help organize the group. Although we are just a young
group we really hit the ground running in order to make an impact. Our first major purchase was a large trailer
outfitted with high quality tools to be utilized out in the field with not only professionals but the general public as
well! The trailer is available for the general public’s use with a few stipulations regarding a representative with the
trailer who signed the trailer use agreement form, which can be found at the Polk County Government Building.

Any questions about our group you can contact me, Valerie Johnson.
Or check out our website.
You can also find us on Facebook.

The Northwoods Cooperative Weed Management Area –
Celebrates 10 Years as a CWMA!
By: Pam Roberts, NCWMA Coordinator
The Northwoods Cooperative Weed Management Area (NCWMA) was the first CWMA in Wisconsin and we
recently celebrated our 10th year as a Cooperative Weed Management Area. Special guests Paul Hlina (Research
Botanist), Anna Carlson (Artist/Designer), and Janet Bewley (State Senator) added engaging activities and
discussion to the event and fun was had by all. The NCWMA covers Douglas, Bayfield, Ashland, and Iron counties
in northern Wisconsin and includes a great variety of partners and volunteers.
The NCWMA started as a small group of staff in 1999 from different agencies in Wisconsin's Lake Superior region
who shared a growing concern about the spread of invasive species in the area. In 2005, they began following the
model of Cooperative Weed Management Areas in the western U.S., and formally adopted the name "Northwoods
Cooperative Weed Management Area" (NCWMA). Since then they acquired grants and hired a Coordinator,
providing years of collaboration, education, and management on invasive species.
Continued on Page 5
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10 Years of Northwoods Continued
Larger projects include a Clean Boats Clean Waters program,
roadside invasive plant management project, Ashland Shoreland
Restoration project, garlic mustard control and monitoring project,
and “knotweed knockouts”.
The NCWMA continuously performs education through various
events. The NCWMA display travels to many community events
to educate the public on invasive species. Trainings on invasive
species identification and control methods have been very well
attended. Parades, wildflower/invasive plant walks, and classroom visits are other ways
in which we have reached thousands with our message.
The NCWMA has a tool shed filled with tools and equipment which is available for the public or partners to
borrow. Free information on invasive species through brochures, field guides, and other types of handouts is also
available. Monthly meetings are held where information is shared amongst partners, volunteers, and community
members. Quarterly newsletters and an email listserv provide updates on NCWMA events and new invasive species
information.
Current funding for the NCWMA is waning, and the NCWMA Coordinator is writing grants to hopefully ensure
the continuation of the program.
For more information on the NCWMA, visit our website, Like us on Facebook or visit our Flicker page.

Upcoming Invasive Plant Symposium
December 9-10, 2015
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Indianapolis, Indiana
Want to learn about the latest and greatest invasive plant research, regulation and outreach efforts occurring in the
Midwest? If so consider attending the Invasive Plant Symposium as part of the North Central Weed Science Society
(NCWSS) this December 9-10 in Indianapolis. This two-day event will have a host of excellent plenary speakers as well
as concurrent sessions totaling over 40 talks. Click here for a copy of the agenda. We have assembled a great mix of talks
that includes research updates on control, impacts to the ecosystem, how land managers/companies are implementing
control as well as outreach efforts. We will also have a “state of the state” session the morning of the 10 th where
presenters will update the audience on the latest issues (regulation, spread of new invasive plants) in Indiana, Illinois,
Ohio, and Wisconsin. CWMA/CISMA groups will also have a session devoted to update/interact at this event.
If interested you can register for the two-day symposium ($150) or just one day ($100). Students have a discounted
registration of $50 for the event. Registration is available online or if by mail by downloading and sending in a paper
form.
PLEASE REGISTER BY November 12th as prices increase by $50 after this date!
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IPAW –
Out in the Field:
Farm Technology Days
By: Jerry Doll
The IPAW tables at the 2015 Farm Technology Days drew many people to see our exhibit,
review materials on invasive plants and examine the many live plants on display. Dane County was host to this
annual event, the largest agricultural happening in the state. Tent city was filled with exhibits and displays and farm
equipment was rolling in the fields around tent city, drones flew overhead and more than 5,000 people a day toured
the state of the art milking facility on the Statz Family Farm. Over all attendance for the 3-day show was over
45,000.
Our exhibit was adorned with live plants of buckthorn, oriental bittersweet, porcelain berry, Japanese bamboo,
teasel and wild cucumber (which is native to North America and rarely invasive, but the specimen on display drew
much attention and many comments and questions because it was so abundant this year). We distributed literature
on several invasives and especially the DNR brochures with pictures of the original and newly restricted and
prohibited species in NR 40. We even sold a few reference items and distributed many IPAW brochures.
Sixteen IPAW volunteers staffed the display on half-day shifts. We were all impressed with the number of people
we interacted with and how we were able to provide useful information on invasive plant ID, biology, management
and control to many. We were seldom idle, due in no small measure to our location in the Conservation Tent which
is always a popular one.
The 2016 Farm Technology Days with be in Walworth County on July 19-21. IPAW tentatively plans on
participating. So if you wish you had been able to be there this year but couldn’t, you will soon have another
opportunity! And next year we will encourage people to bring samples of plants they would like to have identified
so add to the activities of our display.

Where Economy Meets Ecology
By: Cody MacDonald
Where Ecology Meets Economy proved to be a smashing success yet again in Season 3 of the program. IPAW was
fortunate enough to help sponsor the event, and assisted our partners in acquiring booth space to further promote
awareness of invasive species.
The speakers this year hit home to the listening audience, as Wisconsin DNR’s Kelly Kearns and Northwind
Perennial Farm Owner Roy Diblik discussed pertinent topics that many professionals and volunteers face day in
and day out.
Origins of different land ethic views were presented, connecting the ecological and personal link from childhood
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IPAW - Out in the Field Continued
experiences to the diverse nature of current land management professions. More organic, low-maintenance
restoration practices were highlighted and shared over lunch. For instance, selecting regionally dependable
perennials and native plant species that have evolved with certain characteristics found in each restoration setting
can greatly increase long-term success. As Roy would say to the plant’s he is choosing for restoration, “Here are the
conditions guys: we have sandy loam soils, moderate disturbance from the nearby walking path, and spacing will be
about 6” from one another”. If the plants agree to the terms and conditions, it’s all systems go.
It’s events like this that function as productive ‘think tanks’ that contribute to the ideas expressed in current invasive
species practices. We hope that you attend next year to make new connections and bolster those that already exist.

Invasive Plant Training to Urban Foresters Throughout the State
By: Tony Summers
Between September 14th and October 2nd IPAW sponsored five public
workshops on invasive species biology, regulation, identification and
management. These workshops were conducted by the University of
Wisconsin Extension and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in
a joint effort to educate people who work in urban forests. Although
urban forestry was the focus, attendees
received training on principles that will
assist them in any range of environments
that they work in.
Over 150 people attended a workshop, and
received both classroom and field training with respect to invasive species. While a
range of people attended, the focus was to educate municipal workers and urban
landscape contractors as they are often on the “frontlines” of invasive species
discovery and management. Providing training and resources to these individuals
will hopefully have a long lasting impact in protecting our natural areas, especially in
or near urban environments.
While the majority of the training was focused on invasive plants, the highlight was
the invasive worm sessions. Plants just can’t compete with earthworm sampling
where pouring a mustard solution results in dozens of earthworms pouring out of the
soil. This sampling really hit home the impact that these creatures can have on our forests.
The training was successful as 97% of attendees indicated that their
knowledge was increased by attending this conference. Of the attendees,
2/3rds of them said they would increase monitoring and reporting efforts
for invasive species, and over 90% were going to change management
practices. IPAW provided DNR’s Invasive Plant Field Guide to every
participant. While this training is a success, more is needed. If you
would like to develop a training event in your area please contact IPAW
to try to schedule an event similar to this one.
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Midwest Environmental Education Conference
By: Michele Jasik
IPAW also was present with our exhibit at this year’s Midwest Environmental Education Conference (MEEC) from
October 22-23. MEEC provides a forum bringing educators together to discuss environmental education practices,
to network and share their successes.
The staff at the booth had several opportunities to discuss invasive species with environmental educators. Several
curricula, some Wisconsin DNR wildcards, and some plant presses were handed out. Ideas were discussed as to
what educators could do to incorporate more invasive species awareness into future generations.

Sadly, Wisconsin Lost Two Conservation Cornerstones
Two prominent leaders of the Wisconsin Conservation Community passed away last month,
Galen Smith and Eugene Roark.
Galen Smith’s primary research interests were in wetland ecology. He was the leading U.S.
authority on Typha, cattails, Schoenoplectus, the bulrushes and Bolboschoenum, the river
bulrushes and up until his death, he remained one of the leading authorities on the taxonomy
of Eleocharis spike-rushes. He was very knowledgeable about highly variable aquatics like
Sagittaria, the arrowheads; Sparganium, the bur-reeds, and Stuckenia and Potamogeton, the
pondweeds. After his retirement from UW-Whitewater in 1991, Galen remained active
conducting research and writing, not only in Wisconsin, but also across the country.
Although Galen presented a relaxed demeanor, he could be a provocative advocate for what he thought was right,
whether with regard to science, politics or religion. An ardent conservationist, Galen co-founded the Iowa Chapter
of The Nature Conservancy; initiated the statewide Iowa natural areas system effort; helped establish the Beulah
Bog, LuLu Lake, and UW-Whitewater nature preserves; and served on the Southern Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission’s Committee for Natural Areas and the Wisconsin DNR’s 1996 Water Quality Regulations Review
Committee. In 2013 the Wisconsin Wetlands Association awarded Galen their Lifetime Achievement Award.

Eugene (Gene) Roark had a lifelong devotion in preserving Wisconsin’s natural landscape and beauty. His
professional career included leadership positions at the Wisconsin DNR and State Tourism Program. His second
career including serving as officer, trustee, chairman, editor, board member and president of numerous Wisconsin
natural resources non-profits. These organizations include, among others: Wisconsin Society for
Ornithology, Natural Heritage Land Trust, Wisconsin Wetlands Association, Invasive Plants
Association of Wisconsin, 1000 Friends of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association,
The Prairie Enthusiasts, Gathering Waters, and The Nature Conservancy.
Gene was most proud of his efforts to help establish The Nature Conservancy in Wisconsin in
1960, where he served on the board for 24 years and was Chairman of the board for three years.
The Wisconsin Chapter awarded Gene its highest honor, the Outstanding Achievement Award
in 1998.
Both of these men will be greatly missed by the Wisconsin Conservation Community.
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Mark Your Calendars!
Wisconsin Wetland Science Conference
February 23-25, 2016
Hosted by the Wisconsin Wetlands Association
Radisson Hotel & Conference Center in Green Bay, Wisconsin
Presentations and posters on phragmites and other invasive wetland plants will be included in
the program. Concurrent with the field trips there will be a phragmites working group, for anyone
interested in this plant to share questions and answers. Have a project you would like to share?
Find abstract information here.
Deadline for abstracts is November 15th. More information can be found at Wetlands Solutions.

IPAW Board Members
Christa Wollenzien, IPAW
President, Wisconsin Department
of Transportation
Mark Feider, IPAW Vice
President, Milwaukee Audubon
Society
Willis Brown, IPAW Treasurer,
Michler and Brown, LLC
Cody MacDonald, IPAW
Secretary, Ozaukee Washington
Land Trust
Mic Armstrong, Armstrong
Landscaping
Thomas Boos II, Montana Fish,
Wildlife & ParksWisconsin

Jeremy Chiamulera, Compass
Land Consultants, Inc.
Jerry Doll, University of Wisconsin
- Extension
John Lunz,, The Park People –
Weed-Out Program, The Wild
Ones, Preserve Our Parks
Jamie Nuthals, Integry’s Energy
Group

Newsletter Information:
Plants Out of Place is a periodic
newsletter distributed to Invasive
Plants Association of Wisconsin
members.
Send comments, suggestions, and
articles that you think may be of
interest to IPAW at info@ipaw.org

Diane Schauer, Calumet County
Tony Summers, Wisconsin First
Detector Network
Patricia Trochlell, Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources

Greg Bunker, Stockbridge-Munsee
Community

You can support
IPAW each and every
time you shop at
AmazonSmile!

IPAW’s Mission:
“To promote better stewardship of the natural resources of Wisconsin by advancing the
understanding of invasive plants and encouraging the control of their spread.”

