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As I admire the beautiful fall changes, I can’t help to contemplate the changes IPAW is under 
taking. Tom Boos has moved out of state to the next chapter in his life. Tom provided IPAW 
with great leadership and will be greatly missed. Though Tom will not be the IPAW President 
any more, he will still play an important role in guiding us from the distance. He left IPAW in 
a great place. As the new President of IPAW, I intend to continue moving ahead with Tom’s 
goals. All changes are hard, but with time we embrace the new beginnings. I’m excited for the 
new beginnings and am fully embraced.   

In the time I’ve been involved with IPAW, Tom has lead many improvements. IPAW 
developed a strategic plan, part of which includes the development of membership retention 
and recruitment plan. These efforts have lead to increased membership retention and 
recruitment rates. IPAW held a very successful field day in 2013 and successful representation 
at various nonprofit organizations to get the word out about invasives. A new website was 
launched as well as an active Facebook page. Hiring our program assistant, Michele Jasik, who 
has been key in pushing all of these initiatives forward and creating momentum. Finally, the 
executive board has been reaching out to state senators, state representatives, and WDNR 
pushing for support to increase the state budget for invasive species. As the new President of 
IPAW, I hope to carry on these great things Tom has helped establish and much more. 

Here’s a little about myself and my interest in being a part of IPAW: 

I have a Bachelor of Environmental Design and a Masters of Landscape Architecture from the 
University of Minnesota. Currently, I am employed with WisDOT in the Bureau of Highway 
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Maintenance where I work closely with the departments’ roadside maintenance policies. 
My previous professional career includes working in both consulting and private arenas 
that has included large scale planning, small site design, environmental coordination and 
wetland delineation. I have also been an instructor of sustainable design at ITT 
Technical Institute in Greenfield.   

Professional certifications include; Professional Landscape Architect and Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Accredited Professional (green building 
accreditation system). I am the past president of the Wisconsin Chapter of American 
Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) and have been involved in this professional 
organization in various positions for the past nine years. At home, I spend time with 
her two little girls; Elise (7yrs) and Clara (4yrs), and I like to spend my time outdoors 
as often as possible. 

Statement of Interest: 

Invasive plants inherently affect our outdoor experience. Everything we do involves a spatial experience. As we 
ride our bikes, walk trails, enjoy our parks and drive our roads, the vegetation affects our experience. These experiences define 
our lives and memories, which define our well being. Invasive plant species are changing that experience. They are affecting our 
health, welfare and in some instance our safety. 

This is why organizations like IPAW are extremely important to expanding stewardship of Wisconsin’s natural resources. I 
carry a strong environmental ethic personally and professionally. One of the core values of environmental ethics is being a 
steward of the land, I would love the opportunity to represent IPAW as President and being a land steward of Wisconsin by 
advancing the understanding of invasive plants and encouraging the control of their spread. 

Christa 

1

The Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference (UMISC) took place in Duluth, Minnesota on October 20-22, 2014. The 
purpose of the conference was to improve local management and minimize the impacts of terrestrial and aquatic invasive 
species in the upper Midwest. Belle Bergner of Bergner & Associates, the conference coordinator, summed it up by stating, 
“After four regional conferences, we are seeing an increasingly wide diversity of people coming together to research, manage, 
and fight the spread of invasive species. From land owners and lake association members to federal officials and border patrol 
agents, invasive species management, research, and policy programs are becoming robust." 

We are happy to say that UMISC was a great success! Around 700 attendees came to see 220 oral presentations and 24 posters. 
The conference had several interesting and informative field trips, workshops and concurrent sessions. Participants came from 
23 states and provinces – most from Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois and Michigan – but some from as far away as California; 
Alabama; Maryland; Washington, DC and Ontario. 

Don Ness, Mayor of Duluth, Minnesota and Yvonne Prettner Solon, Lt. Governor of the State of Minnesota were the honored 

Continued on Page 3 



 

3 

Issue 42, November 2014 
 

Plants Out of Place 

2

guest speakers who welcomed us to the Conference.  Four outstanding keynote 
speakers addressed all attendees with the topics of Emerald Ash Borer and forest 
ecosystems, tackling policy changes through unconventional means, the 
development and validation of a plant risk evaluation tool for assessing the 
invasive potential of ornamental plants and the affects of climate change on 
invasions and evolution.  

Not only was IPAW a host of this successful conference, but we also revealed our 
new and improved display. There were several opportunities for members from 
IPAW to meet with members from the CISMAs or CWMAs. Attendees 
representing 10 Wisconsin CISMAs and several from CISMAs in Michigan, 
Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana and Iowa we also present. 

If you weren’t able to attend the conference, you can still see the presentations you 
are interested in. As with past conferences, the program and Power Points from 
most presentations will be available on the Midwest Invasive Plant Network 
website at http://www.mipn.org/proceedings.html 

IPAW is very grateful for the incredible organizational effort put forth by Belle 
Bergner and Lara Valley. Also major thanks go to Mark Renz and Doug Jensen, 
Conference Co-chairs; Kate Howe of MIPN, Kyoko Scanlon of WI DNR and 
Marte Kitson of MN Sea Grant for leading the program committees; Mark Renz, 
Jerry Doll and Tom Boos for being on the executive committee; Tom Boos, Willis Brown and Michele Jasik for dealing with 
the finances of the conference and for all the people who presented, exhibited and volunteered to make UMISC a success. 
Thank you all! 

UMISC Continued 

 

Ecology Meets Economy – Again!!! 
By: Michael Yanny, Johnson’s Nursery, Inc. 

1

On September 17th another meeting of the minds took place at Johnson’s Nursery with Where Ecology Meets Economy - 
Season 2. It was the second educational get-together between the Green Industry and the Conservation communities in the past 
two years. The two groups are not totally exclusive of each other. There seems to be more of a mixture each year. I love it!  

Attendees included arborists, municipal foresters, nature center educators and nature center managers. We had people that 
control invasive plants in natural areas as well as people who manage weeds in nurseries. There were professional growers 
mingling with professional ecologists. We had growers with an ecological concern and ecologists with an interest in economics. 
Numerous landscape architects and designers attended, some that do exclusively native plant restoration work but most that do 
a mixture of both restoration and traditional landscaping. I sensed all of them had a thirst for knowledge and a deep concern for 
our environment. There were garden center operators and landscape contractors in attendance with their eyes wide open, just 
like all of us. The people who wrote and enforce the invasive species regulations in our state were there. So were a number of 
the businesses that are regulated. I saw some of them talking to each other. That was cool! People were there that I didn’t know 
but I think knew me. Now I know them. There was a lot of interaction at this meeting, between a lot of people who have not 
traditionally interacted very much. That is what this meeting was all about.  More Highlights of the meeting included: 

Neil Diboll from Prairie Nursery led off the educational sessions with a presentation entitled, Cultivating Nature in Our 
Landscapes. He had no slides and yet his intriguing stories about the evolution of his company from a ‘weed farm’ to a viable 
native plant nursery were more vivid than any picture could capture. My favorite line was “Bowling saved my life,” when Neil 
referred to his struggles of working almost constantly for several years and his only respite from it all was bowling once a week. 
He talked about the changing economy and how many people are now more interested in quality of life products now than ever 
before. He thinks that native landscapes are going to become increasingly attractive to people in the future because they require 
ewer inputs. They bring loads of wildlife to one’s yard and in simply terms bring a higher quality of life to many people.  

Kurt Dreisilker, the manager of natural recourses for the Morton Arboretum, presented Case Studies on Plant Invasions from a  

Continued on Page 4 
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Public Garden. This was a fascinating presentation to me because it is a 
microcosm of what is going on throughout our country with managing invasive 
species. Kurt presented a little history about The Morton Arboretum; they have 
a fabulous collection of woody plants planted in close proximity to natural areas 
on the arboretums grounds. Kurt told how numerous plants from the collections 
have invaded the natural areas and had to be controlled or the areas would be 
totally overrun. A determination had to be made about the value of each plant 
accession that was escaping versus the destruction being caused by the escapee. 
The arboretum formed a committee to look on a case-by-case basis to 
determine whether they should be de-accessioned and removed from the 
grounds. In addition, they formed watch lists of plants. It made me think how 
interesting it would be to sit in one of those committee meetings with the high-
powered horticulturists and protective natural areas specialists and is a party 
to those discussions. 

Kelly Schultz, the Nursery Coordinator—Native Seed Nursery of Lake 
County Forest Preserve District in Illinois gave a detailed report in her 
presentation, What is Local Genotype? A Complicated Question with 
Significant Consequences. She gave loads of excellent information about 
genotype and its significance for successful ecological restorations. Kelly 
explained how factors such as soil type and flowering time could cause problems 
for plant success if the proper ecotype is not used. She talked about both inbreeding depression and 
outbreeding depression being sources of concern when doing restorations. Either can weaken the gene pool to an extent that 
can threaten the local population. Kelly talked about the ability of wind pollinated species to cross pollinate over a much 
broader range than insect pollinated species and how this is a factor in determining how far a restorationist should go to acquire 
appropriate seed of a particular species. This was an outstanding presentation and made me want to know what other gems of 
information this lady knows that could help me in my business.    

Michael Yanny, yours truly, was the last speaker of the morning. I talked about Obtaining Project Appropriate Plant Materials 
for Landscaping. I covered some of the same ground as the previous speaker, Kelly, but from a woody plant perspective, which 
can be somewhat different. Certainly, extending the range from North to South in ecotype, in my opinion, is less appropriate 
for woody materials than it is for herbaceous plants. Lignification processes (stem tissue becoming woody) are triggered by day 
length in most situations and don’t allow for quick adaptation as you move more Southerly genotypes to the North. I talked 
about the various types of landscaping other than pure restoration and how native plant materials can be utilized in almost all 
forms of landscaping to a certain extent. An explanation of Nativars illustrated how these improved plants can be useful for 
landscaping in an environmentally considerate way. Of course, I read a poem, Eclectricity, which seemed to get some laughs, 
especially when I morphed into Ben Franklin while at a mythological public hearing on noxious weeds and declared the 
founding of eclectricity. It was pure fantasy with a bit of truth—maybe even a lot of truth—at least I think so. 

In the afternoon we had a panel discussion with all the speakers as well as John Gall, special projects coordinator from 
Wachtell Tree Service and Tom Buechel, head of production at McKay Nursery. Much of the session dealt with availability of 
native materials in the trade and how to get more of the material into commerce. There was a discussion about how to get the 
big chain garden centers to participate in our meeting. I thought one of the more profound discussions involved Neil Diboll 
talking about how education was the key to changing landscaping behaviors, and economics will have a huge influence over 
determining what decisions we make in regards to improving our environment.  

Following the panel discussion, various tours were given by Johnson’s Nursery staff. Plant production and development along 
with native plant materials were shown and processes explained. It allowed everyone to get an inside look at a production 
nursery and learn from its staff in the field.  

Johnson’s Nursery and SEWISC (Southeast Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium) co-hosted the event and could not have 
done it without the support of 27 sponsors and the 132 people who attended. We hope to have another event next year and 
hope you can attend.    

Following is a link to videos of the presentations given on the day of the Forum if you want to view them in their entirety: 
http://www.johnsonsnursery.com/plant_talk.cfm?id=225 

Ecology Meets Economy Continued 
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2014 AIS Bridge Snapshot Day 
Rendezvous Sites 

Don’t Dump Plants – A Simple Reminder 
By: Diane Schauer, IPAW Board Member 

 

With autumn upon us, we need to keep an eye on our lakes, rivers and streams. 
For reasons that I will never understand, people dump water garden plants into 
our waterways. Last year water hyacinth was found in the same river off the 
same bridge three weeks in a row. Seriously, this is happening.   

Plants are released throughout the state. There are confirmed sites in counties 
from Milwaukee to Walworth to Dane, Washington, Outagamie and Forest. 
The most common time of year for these events is September.   

Plants are released at other times of the year, too. We have no idea when the 
water hyacinth and parrot feather were introduced into Pool 5 of the 
Mississippi River, but a lot of work, time and money have gone into trying to 
contain these species. Even though the plants don’t overwinter, many of them 
had gone to seed and the seeds did overwinter. They were back the next year.   

Some of the plants that are dumped, or “released,” are already NR 40 prohibited species such as parrot feather and 
yellow floating heart. Others, such as water lettuce, water hyacinth, and sacred lotus are poised to become prohibited species 
when the new NR 40 revisions are in place.  

Regardless of the NR 40 status of these plants, it is illegal to release any non-native species in to waters of the state.   

So when you are out for a drive and cross over a river or stream, take a glance at the water. Please help us find these illegal 
releases before they take hold.   

2014 AIS Bridge Snapshot Day: 
161 Volunteers, 59 Rivers, 22 Invasive Species and 1 Day 

 

By Laura MacFarland, River Alliance of Wisconsin 

1

On the crisp morning of Saturday, September 13th, 161 volunteers 
convened at 17 sites around the state to embark on a treasure hunt that 
would take them to one or more rivers in search of invasive species.   
Donning winter hats and coats, they scurried down bridge abutments, 
waded into the water, and scoured the river bed and banks to see what they 
could find. Collectively they monitored 142 sites on 59 different water 
bodies.   

This statewide event was organized by the River Alliance of Wisconsin in 
partnership with the Wisconsin DNR and 24 other organizations statewide.    
The goal was to detect new infestations of invasive species, including 
pioneer populations such as recent aquarium releases, and to engage new 
volunteers in invasive species monitoring and reporting.   

On the morning of the event, volunteers received a 45 minute training on 
the relatively simple monitoring protocols which involved visually assessing 
the site, scooping substrate and course woody debris with D-nets or 
handmade scoops, and raking for emergent and submerged vegetation.  
Volunteers were asked to keep their eyes peeled for a total of 22 species, Continued on Page 6 

Paul Skawinski 
removing invasive plants  
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including wetland plants, aquatic plants and aquatic invertebrates, which many of 
them were introduced to for the first time that morning. Understanding that they 
might not be up to the task of positively identifying all of the target species, they 
were provided 2-gallon plastic bags to collect all suspicious plants and invertebrates 
to be examined by the local coordinator back at the rendezvous site.    

Back at the rendezvous sites, local invasive species experts anxiously awaited their 
return. Each datasheet and bag was examined. The coordinators verified the 
volunteer’s findings and collected specimens to vouchers. If volunteers found a 
species that had not previously been documented on a water body or if the identify 
of a suspect specimen could not be verified, vouchers were submitted to regional 
WDNR staff.    

What did they find? Volunteers found invasive species at 46 of the sites. The four 
most common species found were zebra mussels (14), faucet snails (15), purple 
loosestrife (13) and Eurasian water milfoil (17). No new infestations of prohibited 
water garden plants were found. For a map of the monitoring sites and results visit 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=zDO5MbXBj94E.k1H4iqTKiSZM 

The event was a great success. We are very pleased with the quality of data received 
thanks to the local coordinators’ expertise, the geographic breadth of the effort, and 
have received great feedback from volunteers. Of course, we could not have done it 
without the local coordinators, the Wisconsin DNR and the Wisconsin Citizen 
Based Monitoring Network. All have expressed interest in repeating the event in 
2015 if the resources are available; however, the consensus seems to be that we 
should do it in August when we are more likely to catch flowering plants in 
bloom….. and a bit more warmer temps!   

Fox River near Omro, WI 

Raking for aquatic vegetation 
near La Crosse, WI 

It’s Hunting Season! 
Invasive species impacts wildlife - Help slow the spread when hunting. 

Why Should I Care? 
• Big bucks like better wildlife habitat. Invasive species can reduce the 

quality of or eliminate valuable game habitat. 
• Don’t get your boat caught up in invasives. Invasive species can choke 

lakes and waterways and make them impassable. 
• Make sure you can get to your favorite deer stand. Invasives species can 

overgrow trails, making passage difficult. 
• Some invasives species can adversely affect human health. If you have 

ever walked through invasive wild parsnip, you know what I mean. 
• For more information and to find out what you can do, go here: 

http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/er/ER0667.pdf 
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The Wisconsin First Detector Network (WIFDN) is wrapping up its first year of citizen 
science-based invasive species education and surveys. WIFND provides education and 
training for those interested in volunteering or becoming better educated about invasive 
species issues. WIFDN began training its first participants in March through a combination of 

online videos and interactive sessions. 
An introduction of the program and 
many of the training sessions can be viewed on the WIFDN website, 
http://fyi.uwex.edu/wifdn/.  

Overall, the first year is considered a success, and also a work in progress. 
A total of 100 people participated in the initial training sessions and 
invasive species survey projects. These first participants recorded more 
than 300 hours of invasive species surveys, outreach, and removal. 
WIFDN developed training content and promoted two specific volunteer 
projects in year one. First was the reporting of invasive plant populations 
using Great Lakes Early Detection Network smartphone app. WIFDN 
contributors submitted more than 300 new reports of invasive plants using 
the app. The other primary project involved surveying baseball diamonds 
for evidence of invasive wood-boring beetles (including emerald ash borer). 
The project works by using the efforts of a native stingless wasp that 
colonizes bare soil to collect beetles in the Buprestidae family. In total, 
WIFDN participants surveyed 164 baseball diamonds and collected 162 
beetles for identification. This effort was equivalent to a full time beetle 
surveyor during the 2-month project season. A short video about the 
project can be viewed at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-
oQeyx6tBU. 

WIFDN is seeking to expand during its second year. The primary way we 
are planning to accomplish this is by actively seeking out groups with 
volunteer networks that have similar interests and goals. These include 
nonprofit organizations, schools, state agencies, and others. If you are 
interested in learning more about whether you or your organization can 
benefit from a partnership with WIFDN, please contact Tony Summers – 
asummers2@wisc.edu or call 608-262-9570. 

WIFDN’s First Year 
By: Tony Summers, UW Extension 

Ducks Unlimited Wisconsin (DU) received a Great Lakes Fish & Wildlife Restoration Act from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to continue Phragmites australis control in the Upper Lake Michigan basin. DU has partnered with the Wisconsin 
DNR to undertake this effort. 

WDNR staff hired a consultant to treat over 400 acres of Phragmites along 12 miles of shoreline. Treatments were focused 
along coastal marshes in Marinette County. In addition, 30 acres of non-native cattails and Phragmites were treated at Gardner 
Swamp State Wildlife Area in Door County. State Natural Areas field crews hand treated numerous state properties throughout 
northern Door County. 

Treatments were discontinued in early October due to earlier than anticipated hard frosts. Members from DU, WDNR, several 
county land conservation departments, and other interested parties will meet periodically throughout the winter to prioritize 
treatment areas for 2015 and consider incorporating non-chemical treatment methods to better manage Phragmites populations. 

Phragmites Update from the Upper Lake Michigan Basin 

By: Jon Motquin, WI DNR 
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IPAW’s Mission: 
 

“To promote better stewardship of the natural resources of Wisconsin by advancing the  

understanding of invasive plants and encouraging the control of their spread.” 

Newsletter Information: 

Plants Out of Place is a periodic 
newsletter distributed to 
Invasive Plants Association of 
Wisconsin members.  

Send comments, suggestions, 
and articles that you think may 
be of interest to IPAW at 
info@ipaw.org 

Holiday Reminder – Beware of the Invasives! 
Just remember, when you are decorating your house for the holidays, be careful not 

to promote growing invasive plant species. Don’t buy decorations made with 

invasives. And to be on the safe side, purchase your holiday trees locally. 

Don’t forget to Like 
IPAW on Facebook! 

Happy Holidays! 


