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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
This process began when the Wisconsin Council on Forestry appointed task groups to gather information on several emerging issues, Invasive Species among them. Before the task group had completed their report, the Governor’s Forestry Conference was held, and a resulting workgroup joined forces with the Council’s task group. The joint report was endorsed by the Council, and the Forestry Invasives Leadership Team was formed and given the task of implementing recommendations of the report. The development of Forestry Invasive BMPs is part of those recommendations. �



Four Parallel BMP Tracks

Forestry
Loggers, Foresters, Landowners

Recreational Users
Campers, Hikers, ATV riders, Horse 

riders, Bicyclists, Land Managers, 
etc.

Urban Forestry
Urban Foresters, Arborists, 

Nurseries, Landscapers, etc.

Rights of Way
DOT, County/Township Roads 

Managers, Utilities, etc.
ATV impacts in northern WI

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
There are four tracks of the BMP process. This is intended to involve appropriate stakeholders for different types of vectors.�



Goal

Limit the introduction and spread 
of invasive terrestrial plants, insects 
and diseases.
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A New Threat Means New 
Challenges

--Implementation--

Education, Education, Education
Meant to act as a guide (a list of 
standards)
Integrate into normal daily practices
Use existing systems (management plans, 
surveys, etc) 
Based on scale and intensity



Chapters
Purpose and Scope Statement
1. Introduction
2. Elements of Invasive Species 

Management
3. Management Planning 
4. Forest Stewardship 
5. Forest Access
6. Reforestation and Revegetation
7. Wildlife Management
8. Fire Management 
9. Transport of Woody Material

Forestry BMPs

European gypsy moth

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
As a refresher, here are the chapters addressed, we will focus on Chapter 5- Forest Access. We searched out expertise from the USFS and County Forest staff that had more experience than the technical team.�



Forestry BMPs

Appendices
A. Brief overview of control methods
B. Regulations
D. Resources
E. Financial assistance for controlling 

invasives
F. Reference
G. Glossary
H. Species lists/Factsheets for highly 

damaging invasive species
I. Species recommended for 

revegetation
J. Working list of terrestrial invasive 

plant species

Autumn olive

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
And the appendices.�



Forestry BMP Themes
Planning—Prior to implementing management activities scout for and locate 
invasive species infestations consistent with the scale and intensity of 
operations.
Education—Provide training in identification of locally known invasive plants 
and pests to forest workers.
Cleaning—Prior to moving equipment onto and off of an activity area, scrape 
or brush soil and debris from exterior surfaces, to the extent practical, to 
minimize the risk of transporting propagules.
Avoidance—Take reasonable steps to avoid travelling through or working in 
small, isolated populations of invasives during forest stewardship activities.
Minimize disturbance—To the extent practical use existing roads, skid 
trails, and landings to reduce disturbance.
Promote healthy ecosystems/plants—Select plant materials that 
are site appropriate to favor establishment and vigor.
Use clean materials—Select non-invasive species for seed mixes and 
plant materials used in wildlife habitat projects.



Advisory Committee made final changes 
Feb 3rd. 

Present to Council for acceptance– March 
2009

Begin implementation and training

Forestry BMPs--Status



Recreation BMPsRecreation BMPs

7 recreation activity type spokes: 

Animal-based
Bicycling
Camping
Hunter, trapper, angler
Motorized
Pedestrian-based
Land management



Recreation BMP Themes

Planning—When feasible, incorporate invasive species prevention into 
planning for special events.

Education—Learn to recognize invasive species common to the areas 
where you enjoy outdoor recreational activities. 

Cleaning—Inspect and clean hair, clothing, footwear and gear for soils, 
seeds, plant parts, or invertebrates before and after recreating. 

Proper disposal—Follow the property guidelines for all animal waste 
disposal. 

Avoidance—When off-trail, avoid areas that appear to be infested with 
invasive species; “when in doubt, stay out!”

Minimize disturbance—Stay on designated camping areas, tent pads, 
roads, and trails. 

Don’t move materials—Do not transport firewood. 
Act!—Volunteer to help control invasive species. 



Recreation BMPs--StatusRecreation BMPs--Status

All spokes, except for Land Management, are 
posted for public comment.

Land Management spoke is going to get 
some internal review before going public for 
comment.

Encourage all of you to review the BMPs by 
going to www.council.wisconsinforesty.org



Recreation BMPs-- 
Land Management Spoke 

Recreation BMPs-- 
Land Management Spoke

Same basic concepts as Forestry BMPs

How they differ:
• Tone
• Planning, Operations and Maintenance, 

Information and Education

Stay tuned for your opportunity to review the 
Land Management BMPs.



Chapters

1. Introduction
2. Elements of Invasive Species 

Management
3. Planning 
4. Design 
5. Sales
6. Planting & Installation
7. Maintenance
8. Sanitation & Debris Disposal
9. Monitoring & Research
10. Education

Urban Forestry BMPs

Bird’s foot trefoil



Urban Forestry BMP Themes
Planning—Develop a plan for managing invasive species. 
Education—Know which invasive species affect or could affect your region. 
Cleaning—Prior to relocating equipment, vehicles and trailers, remove soil 
and debris from exterior surfaces by scraping, brushing, washing or using other 
methods to minimize the risk of transporting propagules. 
Avoidance—Prevent the introduction of pathogens and insects by avoiding 
unnecessary wounding of trees and other vegetation. 
Minimize disturbance—Revegetate or mulch disturbed soils in a timely 
manner to prevent the establishment of invasive species. 
Promote healthy ecosystems/plants—Prepare site and plant 
trees according to current arboriculture industry standards for optimum tree 
health. 
Use clean materials—Use landscape materials (fill, top soil, soil 
amendments, stone and mulch) that are free of invasive species and their 
propagules. 
Collaborate—As opportunities arise, interact with and engage researchers 
to further understanding of specific solutions to invasives. 



Urban Forestry BMPs--StatusUrban Forestry BMPs--Status

Most chapters are drafted and 
conceptually approved.

Advisory Committee working on the 
details of manual and appendices.

Projected completion date is September 
2009.



Chapters
1. Introduction
2. Soil Disturbance
3. Vegetation Management
4. Restoration
5. Transportation of 

Materials 
6. Planning

Rights-of-way BMPs

Right-of-Way maintenance



Rights-of-Way BMP Themes
Planning—Plan activities to limit the potential introduction and spread of 
invasive species, prior to construction.
Education—Provide appropriate resources in identification of known 
invasive species for corridor workers.
Cleaning—Prior to moving equipment out of an infested area and into an 
uninfested area clean soil and debris from exterior surfaces, to the extent 
practical, to minimize the risk of transporting propagules.
Proper disposal— Carefully dispose of soil, seeds, plant parts or 
invertebrates found during inspection and cleaning. 
Avoidance—Locate and use staging areas that are free of invasive plants 
to avoid spreading seeds and other viable plant parts. 
Minimize disturbance—Minimize soil disturbance which may include 
using existing roads, access points, and staging areas.
Use clean materials—If seeding or planting is necessary to minimize 
the threat of Invasive species from spreading, use non-invasive cover crops or 
native seed for revegetation. 



Rights-of-way BMPs--StatusRights-of-way BMPs--Status

Most chapters are drafted and conceptually 
approved.

Advisory Committee working on the details 
of manual and appendices.

Projected completion date is September 
2009.



Common BMP Themes

Planning

Education

Cleaning

Avoidance

Minimize disturbance

Use clean materials



BMP Structure
BMP Statement: 
• intended to describe voluntary practices that may 

reduce the impact of invasive species 
• bold font, set off from the body of the document 

with an arrow 
Considerations:
– give more information about why important
– used to address the BMP
– may not apply to every species or situation
– user does not necessarily have to follow them to 

address the BMP
– include details, suggestions, examples, and issues to 

consider

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Refer to the handout to view the considerations for each BMP.�



Year 2006 2007 2008 2009

Track Quarter 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

Forestry April/May

Recreation
March

Urban
September

ROW
September



How to Stay InformedHow to Stay Informed

Encourage all of you to review the 
BMPs by going to 
www.council.wisconsinforesty.org

Be patient as some tracks have more 
info than others

Education is key

http://www.council.wisconsinforesty.org/


Proposed Regulations, 
by category

Prohibited – No person may transport 
(import/move), possess, transfer (buy/sell) or 
introduce a prohibited species without a permit. The 
department may order or conduct the control effort.

Restricted – No person may transport 
(import/move), possess (fish only), transfer 
(buy/sell) or introduce a restricted species without a 
permit. Control encouraged but not required.

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Transport, possess, transfer, introduce�



Transport, possession, 
transfer or introduction 

not considered a violation if:
- the Department determines the action  

was incidental or unknowing, and
- the person took reasonable precautions

“Reasonable precautions” includes 
approved Best Management Practices



Relationship between 
BMPs and NR40 (continued)

Education is main focus 

The Department has enforcement 
discretion, stating if unknowing, incidental 
and failure to use reasonable precaution

BMPs could be considered undertaking 
reasonable precautions

Reed canary grass

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
We received many comments regarding the implementation of NR40 and the BMPs. 
�
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