
Invasive Plants of the Future

Target Species
Trees and Shrubs

Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima)

Amur Honeysuckle 

(Lonicera maackii)

Vines
Oriental bittersweet 

(Celastrus orbiculata)

Porcelain-berry (Ampelopsis brevipedunculata)

Kudzu (Pueraria lobata)

Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)

Mile-a-minute 

(Polygonum
perfoliatum)

Chinese yam 

(Dioscorea oppositifolia)

Forbs

Baby’s breath 

(Gypsophila paniculata)

Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum)

Wild chervil (Anthriscus sylvestris)

Grasses
Lyme grass 

(Leymus arenarius)

Aquatic Plants

Brazilian waterweed 

(Egeria densa)

Fanwort 

(Cabomba caroliniana)

Parrot feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum)

Shrubs

Vines

Forbs

Grasses

Aquatic Plants

Target Species

Wineberry (Rubus phoenicolasias)

Japanese Hops 
(Humulus japonicus)

Black Swallow-wort (Vincetoxicum nigrum) 

Pale Swallow-wort (Vincetoxicum rossicum)

European Marsh Thistle 

(Cirsium palustre)

Common Teasel 

(Dipsacus fullonum
subsp. sylvestris)

Cut-leaved Teasel 

(Dipsacus laciniatus)

Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)

Japanese Hedge-Parsley 

(Torilis japonica)

Field Hedge-Parsley (Torilis arvensis)

Japanese Stilt Grass

(Microstegium vimineum)

Flowering Rush 

(Butomus umbellatus)

Hydrilla

(Hydrilla verticillata)

European Frog-bit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae)

Water Chestnut

(Trapa natans)

http://dnr.wi.gov/invasives/futureplants

Three Goals:

• Identify and report populations of target weed species*

• Eliminate or contain those populations before they spread 

• Coordinate long-term monitoring of occurrence sites

*Target species have been selected because of their potential for invasiveness 
in Wisconsin. These plants are either: 

• Already in Wisconsin but in localized populations, or 
• Not known to be here -- yet -- but are likely to thrive in part or all of the 

state. 

Be on the lookout for these plants!
Some are already growing in Wisconsin, but in limited locations and numbers. 

The aim with these species is to stop them from spreading any further and, 
ideally, to eliminate existing populations. For plants not known to be here 
yet, the goal is to keep them out of the state - or at least to recognize and 
eradicate them soon after they arrive.

The Wisconsin Invasive Plants Reporting & Prevention Pr oject
is an Early Detection initiative co-sponsored by the Wisconsin DNR 
and Wisconsin State Herbarium, with the cooperation of many 
organizations and individuals. 

When You Find a Suspected Target Plant . . .

1. Collect Specimens or Take Pictures

• Collect, press and dry a complete sample. See website instructions for 
making and using a plant press. This method is best because a plant 
expert can examine the specimen (which might end up in the state
herbarium, with your name listed as collector. 
Or --

• Collect a fresh sample and mail right away. Enclose in a plastic bag with a 
moist paper towel. 
Or --

• Take detailed photos (digital or film) and send them by mail or email. 

Regardless of method used, provide as much evidence as possible. Try to 
include flowers, seeds or fruit, buds, full leaves, stems roots and other 
distinctive features. In photos, place a coin, pencil or ruler for scale. If you can 
send a specimen and take photo, all the better. 

2. Note Location

• Latitude & Longitude 
• UTM (Universal Transverse Mercator) coordinates 
• County, Township, Range, Section, Part-section and/or
• Precise written site description, noting nearest city & road names, 

landmarks, local topography 

3. Send Specimen (or Photo) & Report Form

Use the Invasive Plant Report Form (Handouts Available)

Mail specimen (or photo) with its data form to:

Wisconsin Invasive Plants Project
Herbarium - UW-Madison

430 Lincoln Dr.
Madison, WI 53706

4. Help Control the Population

Once these invaders are found and reported, containment and eradication is 
next. For some plants -- and depending on the time of year -- control efforts 
will be needed immediately. See the control information provided for each 
species. In general, any hand-pulling, mowing or chemical treatment strategy 
should be timed or designed to prevent seed development and further plant 
dispersal. 

NOTE - Even if you are unable to attempt any control work, it is still important to 
let us know about ALL target plant discoveries - especially the species that 
have not been documented in Wisconsin or have limited ranges. We need to 
know where the invaders are -- so we can find someone to contain them and 
monitor the site over several years. 

For more information visit:

Ampelopsis brevipedunulata
Ailanthus altissima


